
Venturing off to college can be a difficult transition for college students.  
There are thousands of students each year who leave the familiarity of their  
hometowns and come to Bowling Green for school. And while many of these  
students may have been connected to a local church in their hometown,  
statistics tell us that only 30% of these students will remain “in church.” And of  
the 70% of students who walk away from the church, almost 50% of them  said 
they didn’t experience a connection with their local church. 

At Living Hope we believe that the local church is vital to faith  
maturation, especially for college-aged students. However, getting plugged  
into a local church can sometimes be a daunting task. So, through the Open  
Door Project we are seeking to provide students with a unique connection to  
the Living Hope faith family through a local family in the church. 

And while we want to make sure that students feel connected to our  
church family, our greater desire is for them to become faithful disciples of  
Jesus Christ. Our hope is that through a local family in the church, students  
will have an opportunity to see how the Gospel plays a role in the everyday life  
of families and adults. Our prayer is that college students would be deeply  
impacted by witnessing family discipleship, Christ-centered marriages, and  
Gospel-based parenting. And we pray that as the families would see the zeal  
that college students have for the Lord and the desire that they have for  
meaningful relationships, that they would be encouraged and challenged in  
their faith. And we are confident that as doors are opened, relationships are  
built, and lives are shared, the families and the students of Living Hope will  
grow to be even more faithful Disciples of Christ! 

We are seeking to connect each family to one or two students and we  
are asking that you would be willing to commit to one another for at least a  
year. Ideally, these relationships will turn into life-long friendships, but we  
want to allow both families and students to develop relationships that are  
beneficial to each! 

If you are interested in participating in the Open Door Project, here is a  
“snapshot” of what we are asking you to commit to! 



We are asking Families to commit to at least a year of : 
● Meeting with your ODP (Open Door Project) student(s) at least 3 times

per semester.
● Building an intentional relationship with your ODP student(s).
● Caring for your ODP student(s) spiritually.

Please keep in mind that the aim of the Open Door Project is to develop 
relationships with students and to connect them to the local church. Please 
do not treat your student(s) as an obligation or as a labor force. Instead, love 
them and care for as if they are a part of your family. The more you love them 
and care for them, the more they will be willing to serve you. However, this 
should be an afterthought because our goal is relational discipleship! 

We are asking Students to commit to at least a year of: 
● Meeting with your ODP family at least 3 times per semester.
● Building an intentional relationship with members of your ODP family.
● Finding unique ways to serve your ODP Family.

Students, please know that the aim of the Meet-A-Family program is not for 
you to get free meals, have a place to wash your laundry, or to get “stuff.” The 
goal of this is to build impactful relationships that help you to be a faithful 
disciple of Christ. Your ODP Family wants to help you and to serve you, so 
open the door and allow them into your life! Please know that a small display 
of gratitude, such as a kind word, a handwritten note, “thank you”, etc., goes a 
long way to someone who is investing their time and energy into helping you 
be a faithful disciple of Christ! 


