
Articles of Faith 
We the elders recommend to the body that we add Article XIV to our Articles of Faith 

 
XIV MARRIAGE AND SEXUALITY "We believe that the term 'marriage' has only one 
meaning and that is marriage sanctioned by God. We believe that God has ordained marriage 
to be the union of one man and one woman in a life-long covenant, as they submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 
 
"We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and a woman who 
are married to each other. We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual 
activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. 
 
"We believe that any form of sexual immorality, such as adultery, fornication, homosexual or 
bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pornography or any attempt to change one's sex, or stated 
disagreement with one's biological sex, is sinful and offensive to God. 
 
"We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their 
sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.  
 
"We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and 
dignity. Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be 
repudiated and are neither in accord with scripture nor the doctrines of the church. Any such 
behavior or attitudes will be subject to discipline by the elders, as laid out in Article II Section 
5 of our by laws."  
 
Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:21-25; Hebrews 13:4 
 
We the elders recommend the following changes labeled as “proposed” to the by laws 
	  
Under the by laws, Article 1, Section 2, it states:  

 
Current: An individual may become a candidate by presenting themselves at any 
regular worship service of the church or by meeting with a church leader personally to 
indicate their intentions to join the church. At the time of presentation, the candidate 
will be welcomed warmly and given an explanation of the membership process. The 
candidate is not considered a member at this time. Until a candidate has 
participated in the membership process as follows, he/she will be considered a 
candidate for membership. 
 
Proposed: An individual may become a candidate by presenting him/herself at any 
regular worship service of the church or by meeting with a church leader personally to 
indicate his/her intentions to join the church. At the time of presentation, the candidate 
will be welcomed warmly and given an explanation of the membership process. Until a 
candidate has completed the membership process as follows, he/she will be 
considered a candidate for membership. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Current:  C. Candidates will then be expected to attend a New Member Orientation 
Class, which will introduce them to the leaders, vision, doctrine, and structure of this 
church. The class will explain clearly the church covenant and all membership 
responsibilities.  
 
Proposed:  C. Candidates will then be expected to attend a New Member Orientation 
Class, which will introduce them to the leaders, vision, doctrine, and structure of this 
church. The class will explain clearly the church covenant that must be affirmed by the 
candidate and all membership responsibilities.  
 
 
Current: E. After Membership candidates have completed this process; they will be 
presented at a regular Elder’s meeting for acceptance into the church.  
 
Proposed: E. After Membership candidates have completed this process; they will be 
presented at a regular Elder’s meeting for vote and acceptance into the church.  

 
 
Under the by laws, Article 2, Section 5, it states:  
 

Current: If any member engages in un-Christian conduct it will be the duty of the 
Elders to pursue resolution and restoration in the most appropriate method(s) possible. 
The Elders will discuss with the offending member the nature and the effect of their 
conduct and labor with them in love and in truth to promote reconciliation. However, 
should such offenses continue and the individual remain unrepentant, then it will be 
the duty of the Elders to prepare a written report for the other Elders to consider. 
Should it be deemed necessary, the Elders, by consensus, may withdraw the privileges 
and standing of membership from the person. This information will be available to the 
congregation on a “per request” basis or, if deemed necessary and appropriate by the 
Elders, may be given to the entire congregation.  
 
Galatians 6:1; Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 6:1-8. 
 
Proposed: If any member engages in un-Christian conduct, or acts in opposition to 
the Articles of Faith and/or the church covenant, it will be the duty of the Elders to 
pursue resolution and restoration in the most appropriate method(s) possible. The 
Elders will discuss with the offending member the nature and the effect of their 
conduct and labor with them in love and in truth to promote reconciliation. However, 
should such offenses continue and the individual remain unrepentant, then it will be 
the duty of the Elders to prepare a written report for the other Elders to consider. 
Should it be deemed necessary, the Elders, by consensus, may withdraw the privileges 
and standing of membership from the person. This information will be available to the 
congregation on a “per request” basis or, if deemed necessary and appropriate by the 
Elders, may be given to the entire congregation.  
 
Galatians 6:1; Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 6:1-8. 

	  


